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Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU) International Summer Semester (ISS) 2023 
 

 K-Pop, Hallyu, and Korean Society 
Prof. Wonik Kim, Louisiana State University 

 
SHORT COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course provides an overview and critical analysis of Hallyu (Korean wave), the spread of the global 
popularity of South Korean culture, such as K-Pop, TV dramas, movies, literature, and culinary customs. 
We will consider answers to essential questions through lectures and class discussions:  
 

• What is Hallyu, and what is the history of Hallyu?  
• Why are K-Pop and K-Dramas so popular around the world?  
• How has the Korean government promoted Korean pop culture? How has Korea’s cultural 

policy been different from very well-known French and German cultural policies?  
• What are the role of business enterprises, mass media, and digital globalization?  
• Does Hallyu represent Korean culture and society, or is it global cultural hybridity?  
• What is the “culture industry,” and how is it related to Hallyu?  
• What are the criticisms of Hallyu? 
• What is Korea’s future as a cultural superpower?  

 
Because the phenomena of Hallyu are complex and multifaceted, we take a multidisciplinary approach 
so that our class discussions should be based on diverse dimensions – cultural, historical, political, 
economic, social, aesthetic, and philosophical. Most importantly, Hallyu is ‘cool’ Korean art and culture, 
and we will have a lot of fun in class. No previous knowledge of Korean culture and society is required, 
so anyone interested in Korea is welcome to join our class! 
  
READING MATERIALS 
There is no required textbook in this short course. But, there are some readings (short articles or brief 
book chapters) students should read before class – see below in the daily course schedule. All the 
required readings will be made available in pdf files before the start of the ISS. Here are some 
recommended books if you’re interested in Hallyu and Korean culture:  
 

- Kim, Rosalie (ed.). 2022. Hallyu! The Korean Wave. Victoria and Albert Museum Press.  
- Kim, Suk-young (ed.). 2023. The Cambridge Companion to K-Pop. Cambridge University Press. 
- Kim, Youna (ed.). 2022. The Soft Power of the Korean Wave: Parasite, BTS, and Drama. 

Routledge.   
- Lee, Sangjoon, and Abé Mark Nornes (eds.). 2015. Hallyu 2.0: The Korean Wave in the Age of 

Social Media. University of Michigan Press.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
The final grade is based on the following requirements: 
 
1) Attendance and Participation (25%) 
 
Classes are based primarily on class discussions. Therefore, students must attend class regularly and 
actively participate in discussions. Attendance will be taken for each session. Students may earn credit 
for their attendance at each class session, while repeated and unexcused absences will cause a 
deduction in the student’s total grade. In addition to attending class, students are highly encouraged 
to ask and answer questions and to comment appropriately on issues covered in class. All ISS classes 



2 

are pass/fail based on the student academic achievement evaluated by grades on a scale of 100 points 
(grade of 60 or above is Pass). SKKU regulations require students to attend at least 80% of all classes.  
  
2) Four Brief Reflection Papers (5% for each assignment and a total of 20%) 
 
Students should write four reflection essays on the four areas of Hallyu: K-Pop, K-Dramas, Korean films, 
and Korean literature during Week 3. A reflection paper is a brief one-page written assignment in which 
students present their own ideas about and reflections upon features of Hallyu. Papers are due in class 
when we discuss an in-depth analysis of the four areas. The format and guide of the paper will be 
discussed in class. The deadlines for papers are as follows: 
 
 The first reflection paper on K-Pop is due in class on Monday, July 10. 
 The second reflection paper on K-Dramas is due in class on Tuesday, July 11. 
 The third reflection paper on Korean films is due in class on Wednesday, July 12. 
 The fourth reflection paper on Korean literature is due in class on Thursday, July 13. 
 
3) A Group Project and Presentation during Week 3 (35%) 
 
Working in a group of 3-5 students, each student will participate in a group project relating to the four 
areas of Hallyu: K-Pop, K-Dramas, Korean films, and Korean literature during Week 3. Each group 
chooses one of the four areas and presents a team project for 20 minutes, with each member equally 
speaking, followed by a short discussion. All groups are encouraged to discuss the topic they are 
considering addressing with the course instructor before beginning work. As a collaborative endeavor, 
the group’s joint effort will be evaluated. Each participating student (as determined by the students 
named as contributors on the final submission) will receive the grade assigned to that group for all 
graded elements. The guide for the group project will be discussed in class.   
 
4) Final In-person Exam on Wednesday, July 19 (20%) 
 
The exam constitutes two parts. The first part is a set of “identification” questions that ask about 
essential concepts, theories, events, and proper names; students should identify what they are in one 
or two sentences. Knowledge of some relevant historical facts is required as well. The second part is a 
set of short essay questions that ask to explain some Korean pop cultural phenomena, significant 
features of Hallyu, and competing theories; students’ answers should be within five sentences.  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

– WEEK I – 
 

Monday (June 26) What Is Korea in the East Asian Cultural Sphere?  
 

• Reading: Chua Beng Huat. 2004. “Conceptualizing an East Asian Popular Culture” Inter-Asia 
Cultural Studies 5(2): 200-221.  

 
Tuesday (June 27)  A Brief Political, Social, and Economic History of Modern Korea 
 
Wednesday (June 28) The Meaning of “Culture” in an Era of Globalization  
 

• Reading: Pieterse, Jan Nederveen. 1996. “Globalization and Culture: Three Paradigm.” 
Economic and Political Weekly 31(23): 1389-1393.  



3 

 
Thursday (June 29)  Conceptualizing Hallyu: K-Pop, K-Dramas, Films, and Literature 
 

– WEEK II – 
 
Monday (July 3)  The History of Hallyu and the Role of the Government 
 

• Reading: Choi, Jung Bong. 2015. “Hallyu versus Hallyu-hwa: Cultural Phenomenon versus 
Institutional Campaign.” In Hallyu 2.0: The Korean Wave in the Age of Social Media. University 
of Michigan Press. 

 
Tuesday (July 4)  Korean Cultural Policies in Comparison with France, Germany, and Japan 
 
Wednesday (July 5) “Culture Industry” and the Emerging Global Market for Korean Culture 
 

• Recommended reading: Adorno, Theodor, and Max Horkheimer. 1947. “The Culture Industry: 
Enlightenment as Mass Deception.” In Dialectic of Enlightenment.  

 
Thursday (July 6)  Aesthetics of Korean Culture: Its Particularism and Universalism  

 
– WEEK III – 

 
Monday (July 10)  In-depth Analysis of K-Pop 
 

• The first reflection paper is due in class.  
• Group presentation on K-Pop 

 
Tuesday (July 11)  In-depth Analysis of K-Dramas  
 

• The second reflection paper is due in class.  
• Group presentation on K-Dramas 

 
Wednesday (July 12) In-depth Analysis of Korean Films 
 

• The third reflection paper is due in class.  
• Group presentation on Korean films 

 
Thursday (July 13) In-depth Analysis of Korean literature 
 

• The fourth reflection paper is due in class.  
• Group presentation on Korean literature 

 
– WEEK Ⅳ– 

 
Monday (July 17)  Problematizing Hallyu: Criticisms and Prospects for Change 
 
Tuesday (July 18)  The Future of Hallyu as Global Mélange 
 
Wednesday (July 19) Final Exam  


