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Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU) International Summer Semester (ISS) 2026 
 
 [K-pop Dance & Social Media] 

Prof. Chuyun Oh, San Diego State University, US 
 
  

 
SHORT COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Seoul is the birthplace of K-pop and a must-see tourist destination for K-pop fans and enthusiasts. As 
the global popularity of K-pop is led by its cover dance fandom and tourism, the course focuses on 
experiential learning and brings students to fieldwork and industry venues twice a week, including 
broadcasting companies, K-pop agency dance studios, iconic music video filming sites, dance 
concerts and festivals, wine tasting and craft workshops, K-beauty shopping districts, and more 
(see a previous student’s fieldwork here). Immersed in the most authentic places where K-pop dance 
is created and performed daily, students will identify K-pop dance’s origins and history and gain 
hands-on experiences in dance fandom and tourism. The course is a lecture-based humanities class, 
consisting of exams, readings, student presentations, and fieldwork, and is open to all. No previous 
background in K-pop or dance is required. Interested students are given opportunities to perform, 
such as cover dances and dance challenges during the fieldwork. 
 

• Class Time & Location: 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM. Mon-Thurs 
•     June 29 – July 22, SKKU International Hall, Seoul 
• Schedule: Student Orientation June 26 (Fri), Closing Ceremony July 24 (Fri), 2026 
• Professor: Dr. Chuyun Oh  Phone: 010-9908-7450  Email: coh@sdsu.edu  

    Office hours Fri 9 am-10am https://SDSU.zoom.us/j/9240760945  
• Teaching Assistant:  TBA    
• Emergency contacts:  Yoon Ji Lee (ISS Program Coordinator) Phone: 010-9931-3282  

    Email: yole6916@skku.edu 
    ISS office: +82-2-760-0028   
    SKKU Security guard: 010 4276 9879 

 
 
READING MATERIALS 

• Oh, Chuyun. K-pop Dance: Fandoming Yourself on Social Media (Routledge, 2023).  
• ---. K-pop Dance Education (Routledge, 2026). 

 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

1. Attendance & Participation (20 pt) 
2. Student Group Presentation (20 pt)  
3. Fieldwork & Report (30 pt) 
4. Final Exam (30 pt) 

 
Grading is based on the point system (1 point = 1%). All ISS classes are pass or fail based on the 
student’s academic achievement evaluated by grades on a scale of 100 points. Pass (P): a grade of 
60% or above and attendance of 80% or above. See ISS Academic Policies for academic integrity and 
plagiarism policies. SKKU regulations require students to attend at least 80% of all classes. 
 

1. Attendance and Participation (20 pt): Timely submission of all required assignments and 
active participation during the required live lectures with a high level of engagement. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92NCGxNorFc
mailto:coh@sdsu.edu
https://sdsu.zoom.us/j/9240760945
mailto:yole6916@skku.edu
https://www.amazon.com/K-pop-Dance-Chuyun-Oh/dp/1032079398
https://summer.skku.edu/summer/program/policies.do
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2. Student Presentation (20 pt): Students will be assigned to groups on the first day of the 

class. Each group delivers a 30-minute presentation on each lecture day. 
• Preparation: Start conversation early so that your team members clearly recognize your 

contributions. Complete the assigned reading and discuss it with your team. Research the 
main dance genre presented in the reading to better understand the context. 

• Key Terms: Choose three key terms from the assigned reading and clearly explain them. The 
terms should be chosen based on students’ understanding of the core course topics and 
themes. They typically come from the author's main arguments. Students should 
demonstrate their understanding of the reading and each member’s contribution with 
relevant visual examples, such as videos and photos. 

• Discussion: Conclude with two discussion questions specifically grounded in the reading and 
viewing and lead the discussions. 

• Submission: The group leader (automatically assigned) submits a PPT by 11:59 pm on the 
day before the presentation. Submit only one PPT per group. 

 
3. Weekly Fieldwork Report (30 pt): Students submit a fieldwork report at the end of each 

week (Sunday 11:59 pm). Each week is worth 10 points. Submissions can be made through i-
Campus/Canvas, or by tagging on Instagram at @chuyun.oh. 

• Option 1. Writing: Write a 2-page written report describing what you learned, integrating 
lectures and readings from that week’s class. 

• Option 2. Video & Photo: Submit a visual archive, a minimum of 5 downloadable photos and 
a video of 1–3 minutes. A compilation video is encouraged. The visual archive can be used 
for future course information and promotion. 
 

4. Final Exam (30 pt): The exam is based on required readings, lectures, viewings, and 
discussions. It consists of multiple-choice and short descriptive answers. 

 
Note: Upon successful completion, students are eligible to apply for the K-pop Creator Certificate by 
Oniz Lab (https://www.onizlab.com/About) with a registration fee. Details will be announced. 
Students can also get an SKKU transcript to transfer the credits to their institution. The fieldwork 
schedule is subject to change depending on availability and weather conditions. 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

– WEEK I –  
K-pop Dance Phenomenon & Fieldwork to Gangnam 

 
Monday (29 June): Read “Introduction” 
 
Tuesday (30 June): Read Ch 1 “Social Media Dance,” Student Group 1 Presentation 
 
Wednesday (1 July): Fieldwork–Gangnam Style Statue, Ktown, COEX Starfield Library, Bongeunsa 
Temple 
 
Thursday (2 July) Fieldwork–Gangnam Station K-beauty district and popup stores, Samsung Station 
 
 

– WEEK II – 
K-pop Dance History & Fieldwork to Gangbuk 

https://www.onizlab.com/About
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Monday (6 July): Read Ch 2. “Evolution of K-pop Dance,” Student Group 2 Presentation 
 
Tuesday (7 July): Read Ch 2. “Evolution of K-pop Dance,” Student Group 3 Presentation 
 
Wednesday (8 July): Fieldwork–The Sool Gallery, Bukchon Hanok Village  
 
Thursday (9 July): Fieldwork–National Folk Museum of Korea 
 
 

– WEEK III – 
K-pop Dance Fandom & Industry 

Monday (13 July): Read Ch 4 “Cover Dance,” Student Group 4 Presentation 
 
Tuesday (14 July): Read Ch 7 “Theory and Study Abroad,” Student Group 5 Presentation 
 
Wednesday (15 July): Fieldwork–Gwanghwamun Palace, Sejong Center for the Performing Arts, HiKR 
Ground, Cheonggyecheon 
 
Thursday (16 July): Fieldwork–KBS On (or Arirang TV), Han River  

 
– WEEK Ⅳ– 

The Future of K-pop Dance  
Monday (20 July): Read “Conclusion: Towards Global K-pop Dance Pedagogy,” Student Group 6 
Presentation 
 
Tuesday (21 July) Exam Review & Study Day 
 
Wednesday (22 July) Final Exam 
 


